decline, along with community cohesion in an increasingly individualistic, greed-driven age, the evidence from past and present is strongly to the contrary.
Change over time is hard to measure in such a diverse sector, in which much activity is local and/or ephemeral and poorly recorded.
We do not have good long-run statistics or tools of measurement. It is so diverse that it is difficult to define, or even name. Forms of activity that once were wholly or mainly There is indeed a danger, as was pointed out in the discussion, of defining the sector so widely that it loses all coherence. But the reality is that it encompasses a sprawling, diverse set of activities. A number of speakers sought to sub-divide these for analytical purposes, for example distinguishing between different forms of activity -such as that directed towards the arts and leisure, or to welfare and community needs. These are not mutually exclusive categories, but such divisions have the advantage of familiarity to those operating in these and other sub-fields.
The Past
If it is hard to measure change over time with any precision, phases of historical change were identified by speakers and contributors. 
The Present
The The texts of the two presentations may be found on the ARVAC website (www.arvac.org.uk/docs/LECTURES2009.pdf)
Summing up as Chairman at the end, Professor Nicholas Deakin spoke optimistically about the resilience of the voluntary and community sector in Britain. 'We don't get lectured by business so muchparticularly in present circumstances -on adopting their models. We are much more likely now to be telling them about our models, and I think that is a thoroughly healthy development.'
Civil Society -after a decade under New Labour, and in the age of Obama
